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SUBJECT: CABINET RESHUFFLE 

1. THE CHIEF MINISTER ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING CHANGES IN 
MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITIES BEFORE THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
ON MARCH 12: 

A. JUSTICE. THE CHIEF MINISTER HAS RELINQUISHED THE JUSTICE 
PORTFOLIO WHICH HE HAS HELD FOR NEARLY EIGHT MONTHS TO EBIA 
OLEWALE. 

B. COMMERCE. EBIA OLEWALE RELINQUISHED THE COMMERCE PORTFOLIO 
TO BOY AMO SALT SALI WILL ALSO ASSIST THE MINISTER FOR DEFENCE, 
FOREIGN RELATIONS AND TRADE IN MATTERS PERTAINING TO TRADE. 

C. SIR PAUL LAPUN WILL CONTINUE AS MINISTER FOR MINES AND 
ENERGY BUT WILL ALSO ASSIST THE CHIEF MINISTER IN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT MATTERS. (LAPUN IS FROM BOUGAINVILLE AND PRESUMABLY 
WILL ALSO BE USED AS LIAISON WITH THE BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENT.) 

D. STEPHEN TAGO WILL CONTINUE AS CONSERVATION AND 
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER BUT WILL ALSO BE THE MINISTER RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE WILD LIFE BRANCH OF THE DEPT OF AGRICULTURE, STOCK 
AND FISHERIES. 
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E. IAMBAKEY OKUK WILL RETAIN HIS PRESENT PORTFOLIO FOR 
TRANSPORT AND CIVIL AVIATION AND WILL ALSO ASSIST THE MINISTER 
FOR WORKS, YANO BELO. 

F. THE DIVISION OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
CHIEF MINISTER HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE INTERIOR MINISTER 
JOHN POE. 

G. PITA LUS IS NOW ENTITLED MINISTER FOR POLICE RATHER THAN 
MINISTER FOR STATE (POLICE MATTERS). 

H. THE CHIEF MINISTER HAS TAKEN PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR MATTERS RELATING TO THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMMISSION. 
WHICH WAS FORMALLY UNDER THE MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS, 
KAIBELT DIRIA. DIRIA WILL BE NOW ENTITLED MINISTER FOR POSTS 
AND TELEGRAPHS. 

I. OTHER MINISTERS RETAIN THEIR PRESENT RESPONSIBILITIES. 

2. COMMENT: THE CURRETN RESHUFFLING WAS ACCURATELY CHARACTER- 
IZED BY THE CHIEF MINISTER AS A SERIES OF ARRANGEMENTS 
CALCULATED TO ENABLE THE VARIOUS MINISTERS TO ASSIST EACH OTHER 
IN ACHIEVING THE AIMS AND POLICIES OF THE GOVERNMENT. IT ALSO 
RESULTED IN THE FILLING OF THE JUSTICE MINISTRY WHICH HAD 
REMAINED IN THE CHIEF MINISTER S HANDS AFTER THE DISMISSAL 
OF JOHN KAPUTIN. OF LITTLE ADMINISTRATIVE IMPORTANCE, BUT 
OF CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE IS THE EXTENSION OF THE 
CHIEF MINISTER S PERSONAL CONTROL OVER THE NATIONAL BROAD- 
CASTING COMMISSION. ADDITIONAL COMMENT SEPTEL. 
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